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CHAPTER III

THE INCREASE OF ASSYRIAN POWER OVER BABYLONIA.

AFTER the dynasty of Isin had ceased to rule in
Babylonia, brought to an end we know not how,
there arose a dynasty known to the Babylonian
historiographers and chronologists as the dynasty
of the Sea Lands. The territory known as the
Sea Lands was alluvial laud at the estuaries of the
Tigris and the Euphrates upon the Persian Gulf.
This fertile country, already beginning to show its
growing power, was destined at a later period to
exercise a great influence upon the history of
Babylonia. The dynasty of the Sea Lands num-
bered only three kings, who reigned together but
twenty-one years and five months,1 or, as the Baby-
lonian Chronicle has it, twenty-three years.* This
variation in the time given by the two chief Baby-
lonian authorities is instructive in its showing that
the Babylonians themselves did not preserve so
accurate a memory of this time as of the earlier
and later periods.

The first king of the dynasty was Sibar-shipak
(about 1074-1057 B. 00, of whose reign we know
only that it ended disastrously, for he was slain
and buried in the palace of Sargon,*
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